
Solutions for the “Faux” Meta - At The End . . .

Yeah -- this wasn’t really a meta puzzle.  It didn’t utilize or rely upon any of the previous 
solutions -- it was really just there to launch the “reiterative” puzzles of Act IV.  If you 
want some of the logic behind solving this puzzle, you can see one possible step-by-step 
process in the Appendix that follows the reveal of the solution.  But here is the finished 
diagram:
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Reading the centers of the blue tiles in clockwise order from the left, we can read:  
“THERE WILL COME A TIME WHEN YOU BELIEVE EVERYTHING IS 
FINISHED.”  Continuing reading the green tiles in a similar fashion, the quote 
continues, “THAT WILL BE . . .”

A quick Internet search will tell you that these are the opening two lines of Louis 
L’Amour’s novel, Lonely on the Mountain.  Furthermore, the final two words of that 
quote are “ . . . THE BEGINNING.”

And submitting this solution on the first day this puzzle was released served to “unlock” 
the four new puzzles for Act IV.  Everyone who didn’t solve this “meta” puzzle on the 
first day had to wait until the next day, when the four Act IV puzzles were made public to 
everyone (in addition to the four Act V puzzles that appeared as normally-scheduled).

APPENDIX:

One possible solving-process is as follows:

“Comical” is already done for us.  The next three words we can fill in thanks to their 
unique natures are “bikinis,” “blushed,” and “theurgy.”

Now -- there is only one word that has an “l” and an “s” that can end up next to each 
other around a quadrilateral, and that’s “islets.”  While we don’t know whether the “is” 
will go inside the quadrilateral (with “lets” around the edges) or the “ts” will go inside 
(with “isle” around the edges), we do know that either way, the letter on the other side of 
the “s” must be an “e.”

In the quadrilateral right below that one -- whether the seven-letter word ends up being 
“illegal” or “milling” -- we can determine that the there must be an “i” on the left edge of 
the quadrilateral . . . as there are no words with can give an “iu” combination in the green 
quadrilateral that touches “blushed.”  And then we can actually end up putting “milling” 
in that quadrilateral, since there are also no “eu/ue” words if we tried using “illegal.”

The answer is: thebeginning



Let’s look at that “c” in the lower right.  There are only two words left which use a “c” in 
them -- “techie” and “belaced.”  We can figure out that “belaced” has to go on the right 
side of the line, as there are no words that use “ise” or “isa” in the green quadrilateral 
above.  (The letters “bel” will go into the center of its quadrilateral, and “d” will land on 
the right edge.)  We can also figure out that the “h” in “techie” has to go on the top edge 
of its quadrilateral (to the left of “belaced”) . . . again because there’s no “ise” to fill the 
green quadrilateral above it.  This also forces the bottom edge of “techie” to be an “e,” 
regardless of whether the “te” or the “ie” goes into the center.

Now -- to figure out whether the left edge of that quadrilateral is going to be the “i” or the 
“t,” we can use the fact that we have an “mu” combination in that other lower green 
quadrilateral.  That word has to be “bemuse” -- we just don’t know whether the “be” or 
the “se” will go in the center.  If the “i” from “techie” goes on the left edge of its 
quadrilateral, then what could fill in an “i_i” pattern to its left?  That would be an “n” or 
an “f” from “finish” -- neither of which would fit with “bemuse” up above.  So “techie” 
now can go into its quadrilateral with the “ie” in the center -- and then, with an “i_t” 
pattern down below it, the “be” of “bemuse” is going to have to go into the center of the 
green quadrilateral as opposed to around the edges, since there are no words that can 
match an “ibt” pattern.

Okay -- let’s look at the green quadrilateral above that.  We can’t put “illegal” there, since 
there’s nothing that could fill a “ul” quadrilateral above it.  That leaves “theist” as our 
only remaining option.  Furthermore, the “th” must go into the center, as there’s nothing 
that could fill in a “uh” quadrilateral up above either.  And now that “theist” has been 
used, that leaves just “strive” to go into the “ist” quadrilateral in the bottom row . . . and 
we can also place “swarth” into the quadrilateral beneath “theurgy.”

Let’s return to that quadrilateral where “islets” has to go.  Its neighbor must be 
“finish” (since “shrill” would leave an “rk” pattern that couldn’t be filled).  With that top 
edge getting an “h,” we can now finish defining “islets” (as there are no words that could 
fit in an “ih” pattern, so the top edge of the “islets” quadrilateral must be a “t”).  At this 
point we can also now fill “threat” into the top green quadrilateral.

Now we can resolve the upper-left-hand part of the diagram.  The “ut” has to use either 
“outgrew” or “outran” . . . but since nothing could fill an “rel” pattern in the next 
quadrilateral, we must have “outgrew” and “illegal” as neighboring entries.  And now 
that “outgrew” has been used, we can also put “winery" beneath “swarth.”



Then -- since “winked” is forced to somehow fill the green “nk” quadrilateral -- the only 
word left for that lower corner is “evening.”

Okay -- now we can “clean up” a few spots.  First -- since “finish” got used earlier, the 
green “ish” quadrilateral must be “shrill.”  Second -- now that there’s only one word left 
that can fill an “ir” pattern, “intreat” must go into the highest unfilled quadrilateral.  
Third -- since the quadrilateral next to “intreat” has a “t_e” pattern in it, we finally know 
that “winked” must fill the final green quadrilateral with the “wi” in the center (as there 
are no words that could fill in a “tie” pattern if the “wi” went around the edges).  Then, 
since we now know the quadrilateral above does have a “tde” pattern in it, we can fill in 
“bedtime” . . . and finally, “evening” is now the only word left which can finish the 
quadrilateral in the bottom-left-hand corner of the diagram.

Almost done now!  Since “tetany” and “whereto” obviously have to fill the two highest 
remaining quadrilaterals in one order or another, that forces “outran” into the lowest of 
the three remaining.  We can fully define both “outran” and “belaced,” as the letter they 
have to share is an “a.”  And this will serve to resolve the other two words, as “tetany” 
must now be the lower of the last two quadrilaterals and “whereto” must be the higher.

(Now all that’s left to do is to realize that the pieces in the centers of the quadrilaterals 
spell out a message when read clockwise from left!)


