
Solutions for Act VI Scene 3 - A Peek Behind The Curtain

There’s nothing here but text.  So the solution must be found within the text . . . right?!?

Well -- there’s actually a hint lurking right within the first-person story.  “And usually 
when I’m stuck it’s because there’s some important facet of the puzzle which I can’t or 
haven’t been able to see.”

There are five paragraphs of text in this puzzle.  And each paragraph is written as a 
lipogram . . . each employing all but one of the 26 letters of the alphabet!

The first paragraph was written without a single “Y.”  The second was created sans any 
“O”s.  And the following three paragraphs are missing, in turn, a “U,” an “N,” and a “G.”

(Note:  Thank heavens that “Qat” (quinapalus.com/qat.html) is indeed my “go-to” word-
smithing tool -- else it wouldn’t have been nearly so easy to construct a paragraph that 
did use a “Q” but didn’t use a “U” . . .)

And actually -- I did end up having one test solver for this hunt.  Many, many thanks to 
Stratton Vakirtzis for his efforts and insights!  I am pleased to say that not one of my 
puzzles ever turned out to be broken when they reached Stratton . . . but here-and-there 
throughout this hunt there are bits which absolutely do bear Stratton’s fingerprints now.  
He identified a few “rabbit holes” which I was then subsequently able to remove.  He 
pointed out the occasional clue which was perhaps initially a bit too ambiguous which I 
then tightened up.  A few dozen “small-but-important” improvements here and there, the 
cumulative effect of which was to improve the puzzling experience . . . in particular, I 
suspect, for the veteran hunters out there who would be keenly attuned to such minutiae.  
So again -- many, many thanks for your dedication and attention to this project, Stratton!

(Here are some of Stratton’s past puzzles!)

http://www.maths.usyd.edu.au/ub/sums/puzzlehunt/2018/puzzles/A2S1_Constant_Memorisation.pdf
http://www.maths.usyd.edu.au/ub/sums/puzzlehunt/2018/puzzles/A3S2_'Ncryption_Files.pdf
http://www.maths.usyd.edu.au/ub/sums/puzzlehunt/2018/puzzles/A3S3_United_Nations.pdf

The answer is: young


